Advocating for Safe Cycling Throughout Durham Region
The Town of Ajax
Planning and Development Services
65 Harwood Avenue South
Ajax, ON
L1S2H9

Website: durhamsafecycling.ca
Email:
durhamrcc@gmail.com
Mail:
1B-701 Rossland Road East
Suite # 629
Whitby ON, LIN 9K3

Via E-Mail

Attention: John Grieve, MCIP, RPP
November 6, 2020

Re: Rossland Road Widening - Westnev Road to Lake Ridge Road

Dear John,
At the virtual TAC Meeting #2 on October 29, 2020 we expressed concerns regarding
the design of MUPs to accommodate cyclists and pedestrians for the proposed
widening of Rossland Road. To reiterate those concerns we would like the following to
be taken into account in the final EA submission and the final design.
1. Experience has shown that narrow MUPs create conflicts between pedestrians
and cyclists. This is nowhere more evident than on the 3.0 m wide Waterfront
Trail in Ajax where many complaints have been received by the Town to such an
extent that the Town is presently adding a dedicated cycle path at Paradise
Beach. A move likely to extend for the full length of the Ajax water front.
2. The current version of OTM Book 18 in Section 4.4.1 says "One and two-way inboulevard bicycle facilities should be 2.0 metres or 4.0 metres wide respectively.
Table 4.7 goes on to say the Suggested Minimum is 3.0 metres reduced to 2.4
metres for short distances such as avoiding utility poles.
3. In the presentation the two slides evaluating the alternative designs for AT
appear to be subjective and not objective. For example: how can a bike lane or
boulevard cycle track have more impact on the natural environment and socioeconomic criteria than an MUP? This might suggest the only real criterion was
capital cost.
4. Our preferred solution is, as recommended in Book 18, to construct a 4.0 m wide
MUP, or as a compromise, a 3.4 m wide MUP with double demarcation lines
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along the centre to separate pedestrians and cyclists. The cycling lane would
have to be uni-directional and the pedestrian lane bi-directional. This was the
design adopted by the Town at the foot of Harwood Avenue South. This option
would necessitate cyclists travelling east to be on the south side of Rossland
Road and those going west to be on the north side and would simplify the
transition to the existing bike lanes west of Westney Road.
5. The existing 4.0 m wide MUP on the north side of Rossland Road should
separate cyclists and pedestrians as noted in point 4.
6. Between Audley Road and Lake Ridge Road the MUP is only on the south side.
Here, the width should be 4.0 m to accommodate two-way cycling and
pedestrians.
7. The narrowing of the MUP to 2.4 m on the south side of Rossland Road and east
of Harwood Avenue is contrary to Book 18. The inclusion of a defined barrier at
the curb line would permit a wider track. Similarly, at the Carruthers Creek
crossing.
8. On the south side of Rossland Road between Carruthers Creek and Audley
Road the MUP appears to be right against the residential property lines. If so,
would it not be preferable to have buffer between same?
9. At Audley Road there is a cross ride indicated on the north side of Rossland
Road. Since the north side MUP finishes at the west side Audley Road this cross
ride is not necessary and cyclists should be directed to cross Rossland on the
west side of the intersection.
10. Also, at Audley Road, there are existing bike lanes to be accommodated per
Book 18 when crossing Rossland Road.
11. There are no cross rides shown at Woodcock Avenue, Oakins Lane, Hilton Gate
and Heany Gate. We suggest there should be.
12. A final note on cross rides. The MUP included in the recent widening of Victoria
Street West in Whitby includes cross rides at every road intersection and
business entrances/exits. We consider this approach essential for the entire
length of the Rossland Road reconstruction.
13. As a consideration for the final design we would suggest the inclusion of cyclist
traffic signals at signalled intersections similar to what the Region recently
installed at the new Thickson Rd/Dryden Blvd intersection in Whitby.
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Also of note is that Rossland Road is a designated cycle route in the Region's soon to
be released Cycling Plan. Opportunities for the safety of cyclists using this route should
not be overlooked at this time.
In summary we are very pleased to see that the project has given due consideration to
active transportation. Our comments are based on the experience of active cyclists who
ride on the road, with and without bike lanes, and on MUPs where appropriate. Our
primary goal, in line with Vision Zero, is to minimize any potential conflict between AT
users and vehicle traffic.
We sincerely hope the foregoing comments will be considered constructive and taken
into consideration for the final EA submission and during the final design.

Director
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