
                  NEWSLETTER                          
 

1 
 

April 2024          Volume 1, Issue 9 

 

A Message from our President and Executive Director – Ron 

Lalonde 

Welcome once again to our latest Newsletter which we 

encourage you to share within your cycling network. 

As Durham’s leading safe cycling voice, our advocacy work 

continues into 2024 as we encounter the ever-expanding road 

construction restrictions and barriers across the Region.  

Once again, I would like to remind everyone to practice safe 

cycling behavior at all times. As vulnerable road users, it is 

incumbent upon us to never assume, be cognizant of our 

surroundings, wear high visibility clothing, have working lights 

front and back on your bicycle and leave the earbuds at home.  

Tragedy can occur in seconds, be prepared and arrive home to 

ride another day.  

Lastly, stay tuned as details emerge in support of June Bike 

Month.  

Best wishes to every-one and have a great cycling season!  

 

 

Ajax - Removal of Bike Lanes on Harwood Avenue South. 

Despite numerous letters and emails over the past three years from DRCC, the cycling community 

and from local residents, the Town of Ajax’s elected officials are moving ahead with the removal of the 

buffered bike lanes on lower Harwood Avenue to be replaced with a single 3.0 m wide multi-use path. 

The elected officials have offered no valid reason for their position other than 4-lanes of traffic is 

better than two. Clearly the elected officials are not concerned with upholding Ajax’s reputation as a 

silver rated cycling community or spending taxpayer’s money without valid justification. 
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Tap here to add a caption 
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Concession Road 7, Pickering 

                                                 

 

 

Anderson Street/St Thomas Street Intersection, Whitby 

Kudos to the Town of Whitby for the quick response to the issue we raised concerning the abrupt end 

to the southbound bike lane on Anderson Street at St Thomas Street. The curbs on both sides of the 

intersection have been remove and asphalt added. 

            

                Before – Dangerous Curbs                    After Modification – Curbs Removed  

                                                                                 

Earlier this year we reached out to the Pickering City Engineer 

for any news regarding the much-needed road improvements 

on Concession Road 7.  

Unfortunately, nothing will be undertaken until beyond 2030 

when the road will be widened to include pave shoulders in 

accordance with the City’s Integrated Transportation Master 

Plan. 

We will continue to press for earlier repairs as the current road 

surface is unacceptable. 
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Trans Canada Trail - Lake Ridge Rd to Simcoe St 

Since our last addition, where we commented on the lack of ownership for this 21 km section of rail 

trail, a meeting was held with stakeholders including the Region of Durham, the Eastern Ontario Trails 

Association and elected officials from Uxbridge, Scugog and Brock Townships. We are pleased to 

report that EOTA has agreed to take over maintenance of this section of trail.  

Although EOTA is an ATV association we do not anticipate any conflict with cyclists. Our experience 

has shown that motorized vehicles are always courteous to cyclists on shared trails.  

                                                  

 

 

Pending Road Construction in 2024 

We understand the following construction work will have an impact on cycling this season. 

Town of Whitby: 

a) Taunton Road/Anderson Street Intersection 

a. Adding vehicle turn lanes; 

b. Anderson St. cycle lane improvements; 

c. New cross rides for Taunton Rd. MUP. 

d. Construction could in July this year. 

b) Ashburn Road - Spencer Dr. north to Highway #407 Overpass 

a. Possible full closure; 

b. Cycle detour request sent to Town of Whitby; 

c. Request sent to the Town to maintain the road clear of construction debris.  

c) Anderson Street/ Conlin Road Intersection 

a. Housing development on NE corner; 

b. Possible road closures to be confirmed; 

c. Adjacent construction last year necessitated DRCC complaints of vehicles and 

construction equipment blocking the bike lanes on Anderson Street. 

d) Columbus Rd - See separate article. 

e) Garrard Road – Taunton Road to Conlin Road (approximately) 

a. Complete resurfacing; 

b. “Cycle Route” bike lanes will be repaired. 

f) Water Front Trail – Corbett Creek WPCP 

a. Full closure from Forbes Street to Boundary Road; 

b. Existing bridge and boardwalk to be replaced; 

c. Precise timing to be confirmed, possibly mid-year; 

d. We have requested detour signs. 

g) Brock Street South - Waterfront Trail 

OTHER NEWS 
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a. Full closure for replacement of the Pringle Creek bridge on Brock Street; 

b. Planned on-road cycle detour route and signage will be included. 

City of Oshawa: 

a) Mary Street - See separate article. 

b) Thornton Road – Conlin Road to Winchester Road 

a. Full closure 

b. Timing to be confirmed. Late 2024? 

c. Detour route and signage requested. 

 

Thornton Road - CPR Rail Crossing 

         

 

 

Columbus Road Closure 

Columbus Road will be closed in 2024 for the reconstruction of White bridge located just west of 

Country Lane. The new bridge will be four lanes wide and initially only the two center lanes will be 

open to vehicles, leaving the curb lanes available to cyclists. 

We have asked the Town of Whitby to provide detour maps on sign posts directing cyclists to take 

Country Lane north to Brawly Road and south on Lake Ridge Road to connect with Concession Road 

7. 

Highway 7 is not a suitable alternate for cyclists due to the discontinuity of the paved shoulder. 

 

 

A welcome improvement on 

Thornton Road. 

Before the repair last year, 

this crossing was a serious 

hazard for cyclists. 
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Highway 401 Bridge at Thickson Road. 

Last year MTO, at the request of the Town of Whitby, carried out modifications to the bridge on 

Thickson Road crossing Hwy 401 to provide a multi-use path on the east side of the bridge. 

Subsequently, we noticed a few areas of concern for cyclists and in December we met with the Town 

Engineer for Whitby to review possible safety improvements. 

The following photographs show the areas of concern and possible solutions. We understand the 

Town of Whitby will reach out to MTO for possible implementation. 

   

 

 

The issue: the low height of the barrier wall and 

the closeness of heavy trucks. Riding too close to 

the wall could result in contact with a truck side 

mirror or a cyclist falling over the wall due to low 

the height 

Suggested solution: add a metal guardrail on the 

top of the wall referencing the bridge on Victoria 

Street W. just east of Halls Road. 

The Issue: a steep drop-off close to the edge of 

the MUP. 

Suggested solution: Add a fence or highway type 

guard rail. 
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Way Finding Signage 

The Region has embarked on a study to determine wayfinding signage design and what destinations 

to be included. While this is a plus for cyclists and pedestrians, we wonder why common signage 

can’t be used by all the municipalities and the Region. For example, the province has a standard 

Cycle Route sign shown in MTO’s Book 18 and is in use across the province. However, the Region is 

not willing to put up these signs until they have completed their way finding study suggesting they 

may ignore Book 18 recommendations. Were that not the case the signs could go in now which we 

are recommending. 

 

The issue: No physical barrier between 

MUP and traffic. 

Suggested solution: Add a highway type 

guard rail. 

The issue: Westbound lanes of Hwy 

401 exiting to turn north on Thickson 

Rd. have two lanes for the right turn. 

If both lanes have vehicles waiting to 

turn on a red light, vehicles on the 

inside lane could have their view of 

cyclists and pedestrians using the 

crosswalk blocked by an adjacent 

vehicle. 

Suggested solution: Add a “No right 

turn on a red” sign. 
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Traffic Light Improvements 

 

 

 

Oshawa Active Transportation Committee 

December 2023, Oshawa City council voted to disband the City’s Active Transportation Committee. 

We hope the City will reach out to us regarding cycling infrastructure and safety issues. 

 

 

Mary Street, Oshawa Closure 

Last November the Region contacted us to advise of the pending closure of Mary Street from 

Rossland Road north to Robert Street for construction and requested our assistance in routing a 

cycling detour. 

Our response was to direct cyclists from Mary Street to the intersection with the Michael Starr Trail 

north of Robert Street and continue south to connect to the bike lanes on Hillcroft Street and west 

back to Mary Street. Detour signage for cyclists will be added. 

Kudos to Durham Region for seeking our input. 

 

 

 

 

We’ve all cycled to a stop at a red light and 

waited and waited for the light to turn green. 

Without any vehicles to trigger the in-ground 

sensor you’ve probably scrambled across to the 

pedestrian signal and pushed the button. 

Help is on the way. The Region has begun to 

install above ground sensors that are capable of 

detecting cyclists. It will take some time before all 

traffic lights are so equipped but we are moving 

in the right direction. 
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Curb Cuts in Oshawa 

In May last year we wrote to the City of Oshawa requesting curb cuts where the Water Front Trail 

meets Ritson Road South and where the Joseph Kolodzie Trail meets Simcoe Street South. Photos 

below show the current status. 

              

               

             At Ritson Rd – Job Done                               At Simcoe St. – Still Waiting 

 

Clarington Active Transportation Master Plan 

The consulting firm of WSB Global is preparing an Active Transportation Mater Plan for the 

Municipality of Clarington and we were recently invited to participate in the planning process which 

we did with three of our members attending. 

 

The Amazon “Parking Lot” on Conlin Rd, Whitby 

  

Since the recent construction of the 

Amazon warehouse on Conlin Road 

there has been a constant issue with 

trucks blocking the cycle lanes (rural 

paved shoulder). We submitted 

complaints to the Town of Whitby and the 

Town has taken action by installing 

temporary No Parking signs with the 

promise of permanent signs later in the 

year. 
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Zepher Road, Uxbridge 

Cyclists riding on Zepher Road will know of the poor road surface conditions along sections of the 

road. In February this year we contacted the Region asking for a time line for surface repairs and 

requesting that the Laurie Bridge replacement be wide enough to include 1.5 m wide bike lanes with a 

buffer width of 0.3 m. 

 

Marsh Hill Road, Scugog 

We contacted the Township of Scugog regarding the delipidated condition of Marsh Hill Road (part of 

the Green Belt Route) from Scugog Line 4 to Goodwood Road and north of Scugog Line 6. The 

response: “The section of Marsh Hill Road from Scugog Line 4 is not currently in our 5-year forecast 

for rehabilitation, but we will consider it again as we prepare the 2025 capital budget and five-year 

forecast. Marsh Hill Road from Goodwood Road to Reach Street is planned for rehabilitation in 2026.” 

We also raised the issue of the speed limit of 60 km/h south of Goodwood Road suggesting the limit 

be lowered to 50 km/h to tie in with Scugog Line 4 and Ashburn Road. The response: 

“Reducing the speed limit in an open area with very little houses is not very effective in reducing 

speeds. Therefore we are not recommending to decrease the speed on Marsh Hill Road as it will 

have little impact on the speed of vehicles.” 

 

                               

                               Green Belt Route sign where speed limits increases 
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Conlin Road, Oshawa 

The City of Oshawa recently added bike lanes with a double white line buffer zone on Conlin Road 

from Thornton Road to the Whitby border where they continue west as a rural paved shoulders. 

Hopefully Whitby has plans to upgrade the rural paved shoulders to bike lane status. 

                             

                Looking East Towards Oshawa                       Looking East Towards Whitby 

Where is it? 

                                                                                 

 

Oshawa Cycling Club Departure 

We regret to report that the Oshawa Cycling Club has withdrawn from DRCC. The club indicated they 

had financial difficulties and could no longer support our $5 per club member fee. We hope that future 

prudence within OCC will enable them to rejoin and support our efforts to improve cycling across the 

Region. 

In our last issue we asked if you knew the location 

of the picture.  

The picture was taken at Townline Road, Whitby 

near the intersection with Duffs Road. 

Eventually someone did claim the bike. 
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Become a Member 

If you belong to one of our four supporting clubs you are a DRCC Affiliate Member. 

We also welcome non-cycling club cyclists looking to support our advocacy work. 

You can join DRCC as an Associate Member for the low annual fee of $10.00. Simply send 

an e-mail to: info@durhamsafecycling.ca and we will provide you with an application form.          

We welcome comments and suggestions or, would you like to volunteer your services? You 

may contact us via e-mail or social media as noted above. 

Contact Information: 

Web site         https://durhamsafecycling.ca 

We’re Social  

X (Twitter)         @durhamrcc 

Facebook         @durhamrcc 

Instagram         durhamsafecycling 

E-Mail           info@durhamsafecycling.ca 

 

DRCC MEMBERSHIP 
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