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We are now in the fall cycling season with cooler weather and
shorter days but for many we will continue to ride albeit with
warmer clothing. We should also remember to wear bright clothing
and use bike lights so as to be more visible to other road users.

The construction season is also coming to a close and some
projects, notably Conlin Road reconstruction, will carry over into
next year as will the cycling detours. Where new road works has
an impact on cycling, we have endeavoured to reach out to the
region or municipality to ensure applicable detour signage for
cyclists is in place and, where appropriate, cycling infrastructure
has been included in the new work.

| hope you find our newsletter informative and wish all of you warm
and safe cycling for the months ahead.

UPDATES

Ontario Shores Gate on the Waterfront Trail

The Town of Whitby no longer responds to our
enquiries regarding modifications to the gate.

Whether or not the Town will make improvements
is anyone’s guess.

This is most unfortunate given the repeated
requests by DRCC now falling on deaf ears
regarding this safety concern many of you have
voiced over the last three plus years.



Last Issue’s Photo Quiz

In our last issue we asked if you could identify the location of this wonderful collection of bird houses.

They are along the Waterfront Trail west of Frisco Rd. We have no idea who placed them there.
York / Durham Line Construction

Reconstruction of York Durham Line Rd 30 between Aurora Rd and Wagg Rd has been completed
except for some minor work. This section, a popular bike route, will now have a bike lane on the west
side and an MUP on the east side.

Waterfront Trail Closure in Pickering

As we noted in our last spring issue, upgrades to the Duffin Creek Water Pollution Control Plant will
result in the temporary closure of the Waterfront Trail between Montgomery Park Rd and Frisco Rd. A
recent update from the Region indicated that the trail closure will commence on October 10" and will
remain closed until the end of November, weather permitting. Detour signs will be posted to guide trail
users around the plant.

DRCC SUCCESSES
-

Conlin Rd Reconstruction, Oshawa

First reported in our April 2021 issue, the Region is now in the process of installing new water and
sewer lines along Conlin Rd from Thickson Rd to Stevenson Rd. In addition, the City of Oshawa will
be responsible for the reconstruction of the corresponding length of Conlin Rd. This has resulted in
the closure of Conlin which is anticipated to continue until October 2023.



When construction commenced detour signs were posted for vehicular traffic without full
consideration as to how cyclists would safely interact with detoured traffic. After discussions with the
Region, cyclist specific detour signs were put in place routing cyclists onto safer roads.

The Region will also be installing pedestrian crosswalks at the Thornton Rd roundabout.

The City of Oshawa amended their original road design to include a 1.5 m wide bike lane and a 0.5 m
double white line buffer strip based on DRCC feedback.

Amended Conlin Road Detour Sign

Simcoe Street Reconstruction, Port Perry

Keen eyes from one of our cycling ambassadors spotted reconstruction work on Simcoe St north of
Port Perry. Work had already been completed between Whitfield Rd and Clements Rd with only a
narrow, paved shoulder.

After contacting the Region and noting that Simcoe St is part of the Regional Cycling Plan, we were
able to agree that the driving lanes would be reduced in width and a double white line buffer would be
added at the start of the shoulder. For the new construction, from Clements Rd north, almost to



Seagrave, the Region revised the design to include a double white line buffer (0.3 m)anda 1.7 m
bike lane.

Further to this, the Region is now looking at revisions to their design standards to ensure that bike
lanes are safely included on cycling routes.

Waterfront Trail New Signage

After reaching out to the Region and the Waterfront Regeneration Trust new signage for the
Waterfront Trail has been installed at the Lynde Shores parking entrance on Victoria Rd. The new
signs will provide clearer direction to trail users unfamiliar to the area.

Westbound Eastbound

Road Construction Signage and Equipment

Construction work on, and adjacent to, our roads is inevitable and so it seems is the placement of
construction pylons, signage and equipment in bike lanes, something we first reported on in our April
2021 issue. Two more recent incidences we brought to the attention of the appropriate authority are
shown below. Before and after shots demonstrating the simple solution.



Waterfront Trail — Simcoe Street

Reach Street — A section of the Green Belt Route

OTHER NEWS

Velo Rouge Cycling Club

We were sorry to learn that the Velo Rouge Cycling Club, one of our supporting clubs, has disbanded.
We know their members were very keen cyclists and hope they have found a new home within one of

our other five clubs.



Another Ghost Bike

Sadly, DRCC attended another ghost bike installation in
Durham. Sixteen-year-old Joshua Okoeguale was struck
and killed while riding his bike at the intersection of Simcoe
St and Wentworth St in Oshawa back in May. Our heartfelt
condolences go out to his family and our thanks go to
Advocacy for Respect for Cyclists for donating a ghost bike
and bringing it from Toronto.

Heart breaking events like this are a constant reminder
that while riding we need to remain vigilant at all times.

Rossland Road Reconstruction, Ajax

The Municipal Class Environmental Assessment for the reconstruction of Rossland Rd from Westney
Rd to Lakeridge Rd was released for public comment in June this year. We responded with
suggestions regarding the proposed 3.0 m wide Multi-Use Paths noting that MUPs are conflict zones
between pedestrians and all types of wheel users. We proposed an alternate design to replace the
MUPs with a raised cycle track and a pedestrian sidewalk to provide safe separation for all users.

We await the outcome.
Waterfront Trail User Survey, Ajax

In June the Town of Ajax undertook a survey of people using the Waterfront Trail from 8 am in the
morning to 1 pm in the afternoon. There were 177 respondents to the survey questionnaire of which
42% were cyclists and 58% pedestrians. During that time the total number of cyclists passing was
281 and a total of 383 pedestrians.

The most common concerns were speeding, lack of spatial awareness, passing and trail hogging. There
was overwhelming support for twinning the trail. We understand the Town is looking at a phased
approach to twinning, presumably to spread the cost over several years.

Durham Region Tourism

The Region of Durham reached out to DRCC for assistance in developing a series of cycling routes to
promote cycling tourism in the northern parts of the Region. We were able to provide many routes
from our clubs that the Region will use to establish a few preferred routes to be included in the
tourism plan.



Corbet Creek Water Pollution Control Plant, Whitby

The upcoming expansion of the Corbet Creek
Water Pollution Control Plant may result in
the rerouting of the Waterfront Trail. In the
interim, we have asked for improvements to
the poor sight lines in place at the entrance to
this facility which pose a serious safety issue
to users of the Waterfront Trail.

New Cross Rides and Signals

You may have noticed newly installed cross rides with signal heads for cyclists and pedestrians. This
work is being undertaken by the Region to improve safety at signalized intersections.

Notwithstanding, we still need to be cognizant of vehicles turning right on red lights. A frequent cause
of accidents and near misses.

Thickson Rd and Burns St, Whitby Bayly St and Audley Rd, Ajax



Fall in Durham
Do you know the location of this photo?
Clue - It's on a popular Durham Cycle Route

Send us your answer; info@durhamsafecycling.ca

Answer to follow in our spring 2023 edition.

DRCC Annual General Meeting
Our AGM will be held on November 3™ at 7:00 pm. It will be a virtual meeting via Google Meet.

Invitations to attend for all club affiliate and associate members will be issued shortly.
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Become a Member
If you belong to one of our five supporting clubs you are a DRCC Affiliate Member.
We also welcome non-cycling club cyclists looking to support our advocacy work.

You can join DRCC as an Associate Member for the low annual fee of $10.00. Simply send
an e-mail to: info@durhamsafecycling.ca and we will provide an application form.

We welcome comments and suggestions or, would you like to volunteer your services? You
may contact us via e-mail or social media as noted above.
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